THE   QUESTING   BEAST
I disembarked at Capetown and called at the Cape Times
office. I met the late Sir Thomas Smart, then Minister of
Agriculture, who took me to listen to a debate in the
Parliament building. I also had an interview with General
Smuts, who had just returned from the Rand. I was
surprised at the gentleness of his personality and interested
in the mixture of cunning and mysticism in his eyes. I
wired the Morning Post for permission to go up to the Rand,
but I was told to go on to Kenya. The seriousness of the
Rand rebellion was not sufficiently realized in England
owing to the scarcity of news, so I will recount the story.
The trouble started with a dispute between the white
and black workers, coupled to a threat of wage reduction
and the closing of the Kimberley diamond mines. This
was followed by a miners' strike. Almost immediately
there was an outbreak of dynamite outrages on the Rand,
and it appears that the strike was not only well organized
but was taking on the appearance of a rebellion.
On Tuesday, February 28th, 1922, the first loss of life
was reported from Boksburg, when three strikers were killed
and four policemen wounded. Johannesburg was plunged
into darkness, and two dynamite explosions were reported
from Benoni. The Ministers of Justice and Defence had
already hurried to Johannesburg and interviewed the Town
Council, who assured them they could organize the essential
services with the help of volunteers, since Government
protection had been guaranteed to all strikers returning to
work. As an example of the Nationalist attitude in the
early days, the following is of interest. fA resolution passed
by a meeting of Dutch farmers at Krugersdorp: " That this
meeting of farmers severely condemns the strikers' violent
methods as liable to lead to bloodshed. We strongly
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